School Suppport Program - Professional Learning Suite
The School Support Program is funded by the DET to provide professional learning which builds the capacity of school staff to support the engagement, wellbeing and learning
outcomes for students and families of refugee backgrounds. The tailored workshops are complimentary to the Refugee Education Support Program and professional learning calendar
events and allow schools to build on their current practices and previous learnings. Professional Learning is delivered at no cost for schools.
Delivery options: Onsite or remote via Zoom.
Time required: 1.5-2hrs per module (can be split over two staff meetings where required). Multiple modules can be booked for larger blocks of time or differentiated to suit the needs
of the school.
Enquiries: For more information or to book a workshop, visit sifr.foundationhouse.org.au/resources/book-a-tailored-workshop or email educationandearlyyears@foundationhouse.org.au

FOUNDATION MODULE A: REFUGEE EXPERIENCES OF STUDENTS
AND THEIR FAMILIES
This module enables your staff to understand the likely experiences shared by
students of refugee backgrounds and introduces the Foundation House wholeschool approach to supporting students and their families. Participants will:
• Identify common elements of the refugee experience
• Examine global and local data relating to Australia’s Humanitarian Program
and resettlement in your school’s local area
• Use both the Foundation House Trauma Recovery Framework and Three
Lenses for understanding students’ refugee experiences
• Use practical case studies to consider how your staff might apply learnings
to your school context
This module is a pre-requisite to all other Foundation
House School Support Program training. Schools who have
undertaken this module within the past two years are able
to select other modules.

FAMILY PARTNERSHIPS
Families of refugee backgrounds face many
challenges while continuing to manage the effects
of trauma, forced separation and disrupted
schooling. This workshop provides information,
resources and practical strategies for your school
to build partnerships with families which support
learning outcomes and trauma recovery. By looking
at examples of
successful practice,
your staff can further
recognise and value
the strengths and
skills of families.

WORKING WITH INTERPRETERS
The effective and systematic use of
interpreters in schools is one of the
fundamentals of inclusive practice and key to
establishing partnerships with students and
families of refugee backgrounds. This module
builds capacity for all staff in the process of
planning for, booking and using interpreters as
part of everyday practice to support students
and families.

CLASSROOM STRATEGIES

FOUNDATION MODULE B: IMPACTS OF TRAUMA ON LEARNING AND
BEHAVIOUR
This module builds upon module A by extending participants’ knowledge and
understanding of the impacts of traumatic refugee events upon students’
engagement with school. Participants will:
• Reflect on their experiences with students of refugee backgrounds through
a focus on the traumatic impacts of the refugee experience upon students’
engagement, learning and wellbeing
• Explore causes and manifestations of students’ trauma reactions related to
their refugee experience
• Use further case studies to illustrate trauma reactions
and collaborate with colleagues around responding in the
school context
• Understand their appropriate role in relation to student
disclosures of traumatic refugee experiences

SENIOR STUDENTS
Senior students (Years 10–12) of refugee
backgrounds require specialised supports – due
to their age and circumstances. This workshop for
teachers, school leaders and education support
staff explores some of the specific needs of senior
students and provides practical strategies for your
staff to support their
engagement, wellbeing,
achievement at school
and future pathways.

The educational starting points for students
of refugee backgrounds are different to
those of other EAL students. Your teachers
can greatly support their students of refugee
backgrounds by adapting the good teaching
they are currently doing. This workshop
provides a variety of learning strategies to
enhance their classroom-based work with
students of refugee backgrounds. We focus
on the High Impact Teaching Strategies
(HITS) and provide
opportunities for
staff to links these to
supporting students
to recover from
traumatic refugee
experiences.

